An Open Letter to Wal-Mart
from the Citizens and Friends of
Marion County, South Carolina

As Wal-Mart has emerged as the world's largest distribator, you have benefited greatly from an
increasing presence in communites throughout Amernica. However, this has created significant problems
for the company.

We think we have a solution.

Recently, you have invested millions defending yourself against opposition 1o expanding your existng
stores and building new ones - like the one you are seeking to open just down the road in Flosence, S.C.
Today, we are asking you 1o do something better and more productive with that mosey:

Become oar “partner in praspernity”™ and help us get our jobs back.

In 2002, a knitwear plant in Mullins, S.C., closed its dooes for good. At the tme, it was one of the 20
largest employers in the county and an important economic contributor in an area where unemployment
approached 20 percent. In all, about 600 people were put out of work,

We dida't lose these jobs because we were unprodactive or inefficient. We Jost them because of the
growang trend toward producing cheaper goods overseas. Our offer provides you a unigue opportunity to
reverse that trend — in a small way — and help bring American jobs back 1o Amenca

This comenumity can reopen the plant and manufacture T-sharts under a new name ~ Prosperi TEES™ -
provided thas Wal-Man agrees 10 buy the goods that are produced there, at a fair price.

We understand that you can stll get shirts cheaper offshore, But the output of this plant would be small
compared to your total parchases. You could still sell our shins at the same cost you sell shins made in
China and not feel the slightest pinch

And even if you had to charge a lintle extra, does 1t really matter? Our products woald be high-quality
and made in the U.S.A. We think most Amenicans would agres that paying a little extra for a
Prospen TEE™ is worth it

Business issues aside, you would be helping to immediately create about 350 jobs, You would be putting
some of the poorest people in oar state and nation back to work. And you would be helping

a Jot of good folks in Mullins 10 feed thesr famalies.

We think most Americans would agree that paying a lattle extra for that would really be worth it

Doesn't it make more sense, and do more geod, to invest in somnething that makes friends ~ something
that makes a real difference s ways that create a better life for those who need it most?

We think it does. That’s why we're asking for your help. It is a chance to show America that Wal-Man
truly doss understand the valus of being a good neighboe

We would like o come to Bentonville to discuass ths offer furtber. Picase let us know (he time and date
that work best for you.
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